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Drawer-Front
Dovetails

Choose a dovetail cutter. To
achieve the optimum shape, the
cutter should fully depthed, but
leave a good lap.

This time, depth the router by
eye so that the cutter looks
good against the drawer front

The traditional way to avoid dovetail
joints showing end grain on the front
of a drawer is to use lapped or half-
blind dovetails. The backs can be
jointed with through dovetails.
The method for drawer-front
dovetails on the LittleRat is
identical to making Through
Dovetails except;
A) The dovetail cutter is depthed
less than the full thickness of the
drawer front.
B) Each cut for the pins is stopped
at a scribed line before it comes
through the board.

Drawer-front
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The cutting gauge is set against
the depth of the tails.
Using a cutting Gauge, scribe a
line across the end of your drawer
font to mark the depth of the
lap.

Mark up the machine and cut the tails exactly
as you did for through dovetails.
The Inside faces of the drawer sides are facing
you when the front board is turned over.
Turn the front board only and cut to the
marks...
...and that’s the tail.

Choose a straight bit and set
the Guide Rails as for Through
Dovetails. This time, however, it’s
best to use a narrow cutter to
minimise the amount of chiseling
you’ll need to do later when you
square the corners.
Switch the Guide Rails left for
right and set them.
Make a test pins to check the
position of the Guide rails.
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Now place the Stopper with the
Star Knob in the tapped hole at
the front of the Router Plate.
Don’t tighten it fully yet.

Depth the bit to the
thickness of the drawer
sides.

Test Stick

Drawer Side

Switch on the router, plunge
and cut forward.
When the cutter reaches the
scribed line, push the front of
the Stop Plate forward to meet
the front of the Router Plate.
Then tighten the Star Knob to
stop the cut�.
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The rounded corners
must now be squared
using bevel and skew
chisels.

And the drawer can now be
pieced together. It will, of
course, need a continuous
groove to fit the drawer
bottom which can also be
done on the ‘Rat. See
Grooving section earlier in
this book.
The back dovetails are
either sliding dovetails, as
shown here, or through
dovetails.

Now you can go on to cut
all your pins from the marks
as before.
Between each pin you’ll need
to track the board to make
a clean cut along the back
of each pocket.
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